
FWM Mask Wearing in School Policy Update Friday, February 18, 2022

We recognize the division of thought on this subject, and in the true spirit of Maria Montessori, we navigate
this difficult time with kindness and respect for one another’s opinions regarding mask wearing. I am grateful
to those of you who have shared your opinions on our mitigation strategies, including mask wearing, and
your individual concerns on this subject. Please know that we listened and understand the multitude of other
issues surrounding our mitigation strategies.

Facts we continue to assess and consider:
● The state positivity rate currently continues to drop.
● The local infection rate is currently down.
● The metrics currently continue to trend in the right direction.
● Vaccination rate at FWM, for those eligible, has increased by 10% since our return from winter

break.
● Children (for the most part) are not becoming seriously ill.
● The Office of Early Childhood has indicated that it will make mask wearing optional in childcare

settings.
● The Newtown DPH and the Board of Education have moved to mask optional.
● We know there are sensitive periods in early childhood development in which language and

emotional development are growing. Mask wearing is impacting this development in some children.
● We have ongoing concerns regarding the lingual and social development of some children during the

pandemic.

Even after mask wearing is no longer a mandate at FWM, we will continue to maintain the following
mitigation measures:

● At this time, no changes will be made in spacing in classrooms or during lunch.
● We will continue cohorting.
● We will continue to distribute KN95/ N95 masks and home test kits as requested by families and

staff.
● Our in-school COVID testing will continue to be offered to parents for weekly testing of their children

until April 8, which will be two weeks after we return from March break, at which point we will
reevaluate weekly in-school testing.

● Cleaning and sanitization of bathrooms will continue during the school day.
● If we had students riding school buses, students would be required to continue to wear masks on all

buses (both to and from school) based on the federal regulation on public transportation.

Please take some time to read the attachments from CT DPH:
● Transitioning to a Model of Routine Respiratory Disease Prevention and Enhanced Outbreak

Management and Control for COVID-19 in PreK-12 School Settings.
● Considerations for Boards of Education, District Administrators, and other Local Decision-Makers

Regarding Potential Changes to School COVID-19 Policies and Practices

As always, thank you for your patience and support.

https://www.myfwm.org/public/resources/uploads/PreK-12_COVID19_Transition_Routine_Prevention_Control_02182022_FINAL_1645223926.pdf?1645223973
https://www.myfwm.org/public/resources/uploads/PreK-12_COVID19_Transition_Routine_Prevention_Control_02182022_FINAL_1645223926.pdf?1645223973
https://www.myfwm.org/public/resources/uploads/PreK-12_Guidance_for_Mask_Decisions_School_Districts_02182022_FINAL_1645223971.pdf
https://www.myfwm.org/public/resources/uploads/PreK-12_Guidance_for_Mask_Decisions_School_Districts_02182022_FINAL_1645223971.pdf

